forth therein, and fo much. better Expreiled than I can do it in other © 
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Reverend the Clergy 


oF. r RN 
Dioceſe of WORCESTER | 


— mba 94 HARTLEBURY, 
My Reverend Brethren, + | Mv. 14, 1715» 


of Canterbury, and the Biſhops in and near London, Teſtifying 

their Abhorrence of the — Rebellion; with an Exhorta- 

tion to the Clergy and People under their Care, to be Zealous 
« in the Diicharge of their Duties to His Majeſty King Gr ORC; 
which I have cauſed to be Re- printed from the Copy thereof that I recei- 
ved by the laſt Poſt from my Lord of Canterbury. 1 cannot but lament my 
living at fo great a Diſtance from his Grace and the reſt of my Brethren 
the Biſhops who have ſigned it, that I could not have an Opportunity of 
joining with them in ſo excellent a Work, and of teſtifying to the Pu- 
blick, my entire Approbation of it, and my hearty concurrence with 
them, by ſubſcribing my Name and having it Printed among theirs at 
the End of the ſaid Declaration. But ſince that could not be, I think 
my ſelf obliged to take ſome proper Method of lignifying to the World, 
and particularly to you my Brethren, and to the People under our Care, 
my ſenſe of our preſent Circumſtances and of the ſubje& Matter of 
the ſaid Declaration and Exbortation. This I find+fo truly and fully ſet 


| I Herewith ſend you a Copy of © A Declaration of the Archbiſhop 


Words 


— — 
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(2) 
Words, that I have reſolved to get a ſufficient Number of them Printed 
together with this my Circular Letter, and to have them read at ſuch 
times as the Congregations ſhould be fulleſt in every Church and Chappel 
within my Dioceſe. In order thereto, I have directed a Copy ot each 
to be conveyed and delivered to every one of you that officiate in them ; 
and I do delire, and ſtrictly charge and enjoyn each of you, that on 
ſome Sunday within a Month after they ſhall come to your Hands, 
you do and will, during the time of Divine Service and before the be- 
ginning of Sermon, diſtinctly and audibly Read to your ſeveral Congre- 
gations in your reſpective Churches and Chappels, as well this my Letter 
as the Declaration _ it; — 3 aye ſo done, 
ou will by a Letter dir to my Regi e the i 

+ 128 me that you have Memes what is here — of con 
I cannot doubt but your Sentiments concerning the Matters which 
occaſion d the Publiſhing of the faid Declaration, are wholly conforma- 
ble to thoſe of our moſt Reverend Metropolitan and of the reſt of the 
Biſhops and of my ſelf as they are delivered in it; And therefore 1 
depend, not only upon your ready Compliance herein, but alſo that you 
will all faithfully Endeavour, by Example as well as Doctrine, to In- 
ſtruct your People in the Duty they owe to our moſt Gracious Sovereign 
"King GzoRGE, and to make them ſenſible, that (whatever may be 
ended to the Contrary,) no one can be a hearty Welk-wiſher or true 
Elend to the Excellent Conſtitution of our Church, who is not with equal 
Teal and Affection diſpoſed to do all he can to preſerve and ſecure our 

preſent happy Eſtabliſbment in State. wie 


| N recommend your Perſons and Labours to the Bleſſing of 
Almighty G O D, and e the return of your Prayers for, 


My Reverend Brethren, 


Var truly affeftionate Brother 
and Aged Dioceſan, 


W. Won CEST ER. 
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DECLARATION 
OF THE 


AR c n- Bis no Canterbury, and 
the Bis nos in and near London, 
Teſtifying their Abhorrence of the 
preſent Rebellion ; With an Exhor- 
tation to the Clergy and People under * 
their Care, to be Zealons in the Dij- 
charge of their Duties to His Maje- 
Y King GEORGE. 


AY HEREAS an Unnatural Rebellion has been raiſed, 
CT againſt Our Lawful and Rightful Sovereign King 
GEORGE in ſeveral Parts of the Kingdom, and is 
{till threatned in more, We have thought it incum- 
bent upon Us, out of Our Duty to GOD, to Our King, 
to Our Country, and to Our Holy Religion, in 
Publick Manner to Declare Our Abhorrence of it, and 
to Warn both the Clergy and People under Our Charge, of the great 
Obligations they lie under, upon all theſe Accounts, to ſhew a hearty 
and an open Teal for the WW in this Conjuncture. 1 | 
| 2 
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The Providence of GOD has indeed ſo Wonderfully appeared hitherto, 
both in timely Diſcovering the Treaſon, and in Diſappointing Our Ene- 
mies ot ſeveral Advantages they expected, that We have great Reaſon 
to truſt-in Him, that the Event will be to the Confuſion of the Wicked 
Actors in this Rebellion: But however in a Matter of this High Nature, 
wherein Our Duty and Our deareſt Intereſts are ſo deeply Concerned, 
no Endeavours ought to be thought Superfluous, nor Zeal Unnceſſary. 

We are the more Concerned, that both the Clergy and People of 
Our Communion, ſhould ſhew themſelves hearty Friends to the Govern- 
ment upon this Occaſion, to Vindicate the Honour of the Church of 
England, becauſe the chief Hopes of Our Enemies ſeem to ariſe from 
Diſcontents artificially raiſed among Us, and becauſe ſome, who have 


_ Valued themſelves, and have been too much Valued by others, for a 
pretended Zeal for the Church, have Joyned with Papiſts in theſe Wicked 


ttempts ; which as they muſt ruin the Church if they ſucceed, fo 
they cannot well end without great Reproach to it, if the reſt of 
Us do. not Clearly and Heartily Declare Our Deteſtation of ſuch 


"Practices. 


We are not ſurprized, that Papiſts ſhould riſe up againſt a Govern- 


ment which they wou'd never yet own, and endeavour to ſet a Perſon 


upon the Throne, who will Eſtabliſh their Religion, and Ruin Ours : 
(cho Rebellion is but an ill Return for the Quiet They have enjoy'd 

But that profeſs'd Members of the Church of England ſhould Joyn wit 

them in this, and out of Private Diſcontents, Attempt to ſet up a Perſon 
whom they have ſo often, and fo lately Abjured, is ſo vile and deteſta- 
ble a thing, as may juſtly make them Odious both to GOD and Man; But 
at the ſame time to pretend a Zeal for the Church, that is, to join 
with Papiſts, to ſet up a Popiſh Pretender, to Support the Church of 
Excland, is ſuch an Impolition upon the common Senſe of Mankind, 


that nothing even in Popery it {elf can be more abſurd, and nothing but 
an Infatuation from GOD, juſtly inflicted for Our Sins, can ſuffer to paſs 


upon the Nation. | 
How much Blood this may coſt, or what Ruin it may bring on Our 


Country, GOD only. knows; But we think proper to obſerve to you, that 
the more clearly and openly We Declare Our ſelves for the Govern- 


ment, the leſs it will probably be: And that all thoſe muſt have a 
Share in the Guilt of the Innocent Blood that ſhall be ſpilt, not only 
who actually Joyn in the Rgkgllion, but who do any way Promote 
it, or even by their Silence at A yeture, {hall give Hopes to the _ 

| 2 | N | tender 
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tender and his Friends, and juſt Cauſe of Jealouſie and Suſpicion to 
the Government, 
And is this a Time to ſtand Neuters when all lies at Stake ? Or is 
Popery become io Innocent of late, that it is Indifferent whether a 
Popiſh or a Proteitant Prince be on the Throne? This We ſpeak to thoſe 
who have owned the King's Title, and have Sworn to Maintain it, and 
are ready to do it again, as occaſion offers; who, We have reaſon to be- 
lieve, are ſo many, that if They are true to their Oaths, the Government 
54 ſpeaking) cannot be in any Danger. And is it not fit for all 
ſuch Perſons to conſider ſeriouſly what thoſe Oaths are, with which 
they have bound their Souls 2 They have not only Abjured the Pre- 
tender, and his Title; but have Sworn to Defend King GEORGE 
to the utmoſt of their Power, againſt all Traiterous Conſpiracies and 
Attempts whatſoever, which ſhall be made againſt His Perſon, Crown, 
or Dignity ; and to-the utmoſt of their Power to Maintain and Defend 
the Succeſſion of the Crown againſt the ſaid Pretender, and ail other 
Perſons whatſoever. 5 
Theſe Words do not only import, that We will not Rebel againſt the 
King; But that We will be Active for Him according to Our ſeveral Sta- 
tions, eſpecially in Times of Danger, when Rebellions are raiſed againſt 
Him: They who are called to be Soldiers, by Fighting Couragiouſly for 
Him; They who are Magiſtrates, by Uting their Authority for His Support; 
They who are Miniſters, by their Prayers, by their Preaching, and by 
their Admoniſhing thoſe under their Care, of their Duty to Him; and 
all of Us, by a Cheerful Ready Declaration of Our Reſolution to Stand 
by Him. | | 
Such a Conduct would Diſcourage the Rebels, and Animate the Go- 
vernment, would put an End to Our Troubles, and ag jak His Majeſty 
in the Juſt Poſſeilion of the Crown, which was Settled upon his Family, 
with very Mature Conſideration, and for Juſt and Weighty Reaſons, as 
being the next Family of the Royal Blood that were Proteſtants; from 
whom only We could expect Protection in Our, Religious and Civil 
Liberties, which are the Birth- right of the People of Exgland, and which 
no Man has a Right to Invade. This Settlement was Eſtabliſhed by the 
whole Legiſlature, and Confirm'd by many Acts of Parliament, made 
in Two different Reigns, and under the Prevalency of each of the Un- 
happy Diviſions of Parties among Us; ſeveral of them, in the laſt Years 
of Our late Gracious Queen, and has been, from time to time, Sworn to 
by almoſt all, of all Orders and Degrees of Men among Us. 4 
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As this Settlement was made for the Security and Benefit of theſe 
Kingdoms, ſo have We all the Reaſon in the World to think Our ſelves 
y in that Perſon, who, by all this Authority, at preſent Reigns over 
Us. Even His Enemies are forced to Confeſs, that He is a very Good 
and Gracious Prince: He lives in the Conſtant Communion of the 
Church of England, and has given Us both his Oath, and His re 
Royal Word to Protect it; and He has not, by any Thing He has done, 
given Us the leaſt Reaſon to Suſpect, but that it will Flouriſh at leaſt, 
as much under his Government, as under that of the Beſt of His Royal 
Predeceſſors. ; | 4 

But if the Pretender ſhould prevail, what can the Church of England 
expect, but Ruin and Deſtruction ? A Popiſh Prince upon the Throne, 
Bi-otted to his Religion, and Heated with what will then be called ill 
Uſage, together with a long Train of Papiſts in the Succeſſion, can bode 
nothing, but Fatal and Irrecoverable Ruin to it. May not We in this 
Matter Appeal to the Experience ot all Countries, whether a Succeſſion 
of Popiſh Princes have not Ruined the Proteſtant Religion wherever it 
has been Planted. They are obliged by the Laws of their Church, to 
Extirpate out of their Dominions, what they call Hereſy, which their 
Canoniſts treat as a Crime more Heinous than either Murder or Rebel- 
lion, And theſe Laws They never fail to put in Execution when they 
have full Power to.do it ; as We may be Satisfied from what was done 
in Flanders, where, according to the Account of Writers of that Com- 
munion, above Fifty Thouſand were put to the moſt miſerable Deaths. 

To paſs over the Maſſacres and Horrible Perſecutions in France, Savvy, 
and other Foreign Countries, Let Us call to mind how much this Church 
and Nation ſuffered in the Bloody, tho' Short Reign of Queen Mary, 
contrary to folemn Promiſes ; when not only many were put to 
Death, as Hereticks Convict, but the Torture was Ordered for all whom 
They Suſpected, and who wou'd not Confeſs, according to the Barbarity 
of the Inquiſitien; which Horrid Court, or ſomething very like it, wou'd 
Probably have been Set up in this Kingdom, had that Popiſh Rei 
laſted but a little longer: And We have Reaſon to fear it wou'd Effe- 
Eually be Eſtabliſhed here, if ever GOD, for Our Sins, ſhou'd Suffer 
another Popiſh Prince to be Settled on this Throne. 

The Progreſs that was made toward the Bringing this Yoke of Bon- 
dage upon Us, and the Miſeries with which We were Threatned under 
the late Unhappy King Famer, are too freſh in Our Thoughts to be for- 
gotten : And what befel that Untortunate Prince, will certainly be Re- 

| membred 
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„ E Reſented by him who claims an Indefeaſable Right to 
is ms. e N 
But befdes this, How muſt the Pretender look upon the Clergy of the 
Church of England, after all that They have been — for near Thirty 
Years together e They were the Clergy, that in the Time of King James, 
did juſtly alarm the Nation with the Dangers of Popery; from whence 
followed all that was done at the Revolution. And the Clergy have 
every Year fince that, upon the Fifth of November, given GOD Thanks 
for what was then done, for making all Oppoſition Fi before him (the 
Prince of Orange,) till He became Our King, They have not only ta- 
ken all the Oaths Eſtabliſhed by Law, but have uſed the Daily Prayers, 
and thofe of the feveral Faſts and Thankſgivings, for the Proſperity of 
the Government. They have frequently, from time to time, in Her Ad- 
dreſſes from the Convocation, and from their reſpective Dioceſes, 
promiſed to Stand by the Proteſtant Succeſſion, How muſt the Pre- 
tender look upon Perſons, that have done all this? That have Pray- 
ed againft Him, that have Addreſſed againſt Him, that have Sworn 

againſt Him, and Abjured Him for ſo many Years together? 
What a Reproach will this Matter then be to the Church of Eng- 
land ? Such of Us as ſtand true to Our Oaths, will theri be called 
Rebels and Traitors ; and ſuch as do not (if any ſhall be fo Wicked) 
will be called Atheiſts and Infidels, for taking Abominable Oaths 
againſt their Confciences. What Scandal will this give to Our Peo- 
ple? And how will they be apt to turm Papiſts in 122 Numbers, 
when We, that ſhould direct and ſtand by them, {hall fall under ſuch 
Reproaches ? But We hope better, tho* We thus ſpeak; and that 
GOD will not ſuffer theſe ſore Judgments to come upon Us and Our 

Country. | | 

We Jo therefore, in the Name of GOD, call upon all thoſe who are 
under Our Care, in the firſt place to humble themſelves before GOD, 
for the great and crying Sins of the Nation; for that Spirit of In- 
fidelity and Libertiniſm ; of Unthankfulneſs for the Mercies of the 
Goſpel ; of Formality and Hypocrilie ; of Strife and Envy, of Hatred 
and Animoſity, which are ſo rife among Us: And which are generally 
the Forerunners of the Deſtruction of any People. Let Us all cry 
- mightily to GOD, to avert theſe Judgments, which We have fo juſtly 
deſerved; that He would Save Hir People, fo often and fo wonderfully 
preſerved by Him, and not give His Heritage to Reproach ; that he world 
not ſuffer this Church to. be Overrun with Superſtition and Idolatry, 
| TY or 
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or leave us to the Mercies of them, whoſe Mercies are ornel. Le Us 
rticularly Pray for the Preſervation of the Perſon and Government of 
part moſt Gracious Sovereign King GzorG E, that GOD would Cover 
His Enemies with Shame ; but that 8 and His Poſterity, the 
Gown may ever Flouriſp., We do Clergy and Norte, 
ds IST will be Anſwerable for the Deen that may otherwiſe 
e, both upon the Church and Nation; that They endeavour to 
Strengthen the Hands of the Government, in this Dangerous Con- 
juncture : The Clergy by LL their Flocks of their 
both to their King ; and the People by a Cheerful 
Declaration of cher Rede, to. Sto to Stand. by the Gee And let 
all of Us, forgetting all Differences and Animotities, make this the 
great Contention, who {hall a& with the trueſt Zeal againſt the Com- 
mon Enemy. 


And GOD gram, that We may All, in this Our Day ee * Things that 


belong to Our F eace, before 10 4 hid from Our 


1715. CEE 
Tuo. Cantvar” IVV. Lincoln. 
C. Norwich. 

2 Wincheſter. | Tho. ee 
ie, eterborough. 

M. Sarum, to 2 

Jo. Bangor. 

FINIS. 


Worcesrer: Primed by S. Bryan. 


